
Bird Species Check List

The following pages detail many of the bird species found along the tour. The list includes the common and Latin names for each species, the most 
common habitats they can be found in and the level of sighting for each species during specific seasons of the year.

Seasons:
Sp = Spring (~ Mid-March to Mid-June)
S = Summer (~ Mid-June to Mid-September)
F = Fall (~ Mid-September to End of October)
W = Winter (~ November to Mid-March)
                                                                                                                         
Sight Rating:
5 = high chance of spotting noted species
4 = very good chance
3 = good chance
2 = minimal chance

Habitats:
WL = Wetland: rivers, marshes, lakes, wetlands, wide streams, riparian 
areas
AG = Agriculture: human-managed habitat, farmlands, open rangelands
UB = Urban: inhabited areas
BS = Bogs and streams: mainly in mountainous forests
FL = Forested lands: low to medium elevation
SA = Sub-alpine: near timberline and above
TR = Transition: dry hillsides, open forests
AH = All habitats: can be expected anywhere

Introduction To The Bird Species List
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2  minimal chance
1 = rare chance
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Bitterns, Herons & Egrets
American Bittern

Botaurus lentiginosus WL 2 3 3
Great Blue Heron   

Ardea herodias AH 5 5 5 3
Blackbirds
Bobolind 

Dolichonyx oryzivorus AG 1 2
Brewer's Blackbird

Euphagus Cyanocephalus AH 3 4 3 1
Brown-headed Cowbird 

Molothrus ater AH 4 5 3 1
Red-winged Blackbird   

Agelaius phoeniceus AG WL 4 5 4 2
Western Meadowlark

Sturnella neglecta AG 3 4 3 1
Yellow-headed Blackbird  

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus AG WL 4 5 3 1
Bluebirds, Solitaire & Thrushes
American Robin 

Turdus migratorius AH 5 5 4 2
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Turdus migratorius AH 5 5 4 2
Hermit Thrush  

Catharus guttatus FL SA 3 4
Mountain Bluebird 

Sialia Currucoides AG SA 3 5
Swainson's Thrush

Catharus ustulatus FL 3 5
Townsend's Solitaire 

Myadestes townsendi FL SA 3 3 3 3
Varied Thrush

Ixoreus naevius FL 3 4 3 2
Veery

Catharus fuscescens AF FL WL 2 3
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Chickadees
Black-capped Chickadee

Poecile atricapillus AH 5 5 5 5
Boreal Chickadee

Poecile hudsonica FL SA 2 2 2 2
Chesnut-backed Chickadee

Poecile rufescense FL UB 4 4 4 4
Mountain Chickadee

Poecile gambeli AH 3 3 3 3
Cormorants
Double-crested Cormorant

Phalacrocorax auritus WL 3 5 4
Corvids
American Crow

Corvus brachyrhynchos AH 5 5 4 4
Black-billed Magpie

Pica hudsonia AG WL 4 3 4 4
BlueJay

Cyanocitta cristato UB 1 1 1 1
Clark's Nutcracker

Nucifraga columbiana FL SA 1 1 1 1
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Nucifraga columbiana FL SA 1 1 1 1
Common Raven

Corvus corax AH 5 5 5 5
Gray Jay

Perisoreus canadensis FL SA 1 1 1 1
Stellar's Jay

Cyanocitta stelleri FL SA UB 3 3 3 3
Creepers
Brown Creeper

Certhia americana FL SA 2 2 2 2
Dipper
American Dipper

Cinclus mexicanus WL BS 2 2 2 2
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Doves & Pigeons
Mourning Dove

Zenaida macroura AG UB FL 2 2 2 2
Rock Pigeon

Columba livia AG UB 3 3 3 3
Ducks
American Wigeon

Anas americana AG WL 5 5 5 2
Barrow's Goldeneye

Bucephala islandica WL SA FL 3 2 3 2
Blue-winged Teal

Anas discors AG WL 4 5 3 1
Bufflehead

Bucephala albeola WL 5 3 5 5
Canvasback

Aythya valisineria WL 3 3 3 1
Cinnamon Teal

Anas cyapotera AG WL 5 5 3
Common Goldeneye

Bucephala clangula WL SA FL 5 4 5 4
Gadwall

International Selkirk Loop April 2010 page 4

Gadwall
Anas strepera AG WL 5 4 5

Greater Scaup
Aythya marila WL 3 2 2 1

Green-winged Teal
Anas crecca AG WL 5 4 3 1

Harlequin Duck
Histrionicus histrionicus WL SA FL 1 1

Hooded Merganser
Lophodytes cucullatus WL 4 4 4 2

Lesser Scaup
Aythya affinis WL 3 2 3 1
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Ducks (cont.)
Mallard

Ana platyrhynchos AH 5 5 5 2
Northern Pintail

Anas acuta AG WL 5 4 5 1
Northern Shoveler

Anas clypeata AG WL 4 4 4 1
Redhead

Aythya americana WL 5 5 5 2
Ring-necked Duck

Aythya collaris WL 4 4 4 3
Ruddy Duck

Oxyura jamaicensis WL 3 5 3
Wood Duck

Aix sponsa WL FL 4 5 3 1
Eagles & Hawks
Bald Eagle

Haliaeetus leucocephalus AG WL 3 3 3 2
Cooper's Hawk

Accipiter cooperii FLSA 2 3 2 2
Golden Eagle
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Golden Eagle
Aquila chrysaetos AH 1 1 1 1

Northern Goshawk
Accipiter gentilis UB FL 2 2 2 2

Nothern Harrier
Circus cyaneus WL AG 3 4 4 2

Red-tailed Hawk
Buteo jamaicensis AH 5 5 5 5

Rough-legged Hawk
Buteo lagopus AG 3 3 5

Sharp-shinned Hawk
accipiter striatus FL SA 2 3 2 2
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Eagles & Hawks (cont.)
Swainson's Hawk

Buteo swainsoni AG 1 2 1
American Kestrel

Flaco sparverius AH 4 5 3 1
Merlin

Falco columbarius AH 2 3 2 2
Finches
American Goldfinch

Carduelis tristis AH 3 3 3 3
Cassin's Finch

Carpodacus cassinii FL SA UB 3 3 3 3
Common Redpoll

Carduelis flammea AH 2 3
Evening Grosbeak

Coccothraustes vespertinus AH 2 2 2 3
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch

Leucosticte tephrocotis AG TR SA 1 1 1
House Finch

Carpodacus mexicanus UB AG 4 4 4 4
Pi G b k
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Pine Grosbeak
Pinicola enucleator FL SA 2 1 1 3

Pine Siskin
Carduelis pinus AH 3 2 2 4

Red Crossbill
Loxia curvirostra FL SA 3 3 3 3

White-winged Crossbill
Loxia leucoptera FL SA 3 3 3 3

Flycatchers
Cordilleran Flycatcher

Empidonax accidentalis AG FL 3 3
Dusky Flycatcher

Empidonax oberholseri FL 3 3
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Flycatchers (cont.)
Eastern Kingbird

Tyrannus tyrannus AG WL 3 5
Hammond's Flycatcher

Empidonax hammondii FL 3 3
Least Flycatcher

Empidonax minimus AG FL 3 4
Olive-sided Flycatcher

Contopus cooperi FL SA 2 3
Pacific-slope Flycatcher

Epidonax difficilis AG FL 3 3
Say's Phoebe

Sayornis saya AG TR 2 2
Western Kingbird

Tyrannus verticalis AG 3 4
Western Wood-Pewee

Contopus sordidulus AH 3 5
Willow Flycatcher

Empidonax trailii AG WL 3 5
Geese & Swans
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Geese & Swans
Canada Goose

Branta canadensis AH 5 5 5 4
Greater White-fronted Goose

Anser albifrons AG WL 3 4
Snow Goose

Chen caerulescens AG WL 2 1
Trumpeter Swan

Cygnus buccinator AG WL 2 1 2 1
Tundra Swan

Cygnus columbianus AG WL 5 2 5 2
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Grebes
Eared Grebe

Podiceps nigricollis WL 2 3 2 1
Horned Grebe

Podiceps auritus WL 2 3 3 1
Pied-billed Grebe

Podilymbus podiceps WL 4 5 4 1
Red-necked Grebe

Podiceps grisegena WL 4 5 3 1
Western Grebe

Aechmophorus occidentalis WL 4 5 3 1
Grosbeaks & Buntings
Black-headed grosbeak

Pheucticus melanocephalus WL FL 3 5
Lazuli Bunting

Passerina amoena FL TR WL 3 5
Hummingbirds
Black-chinned Hummingbird

Archilochus alexandri AH 3 5
Callipe Hummingbird
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Callipe Hummingbird
Stellula calliope AH 3 5

Rufous Hummingbird
Selasphorus rufus AH 4 5

Jaegers, Gull & Terns
Black Tern

Chlidonias niger WL 3 5 1
Bonaparte's Gull

Larus philadelphia WL 3 3 3
California Gull

Larus californicus AG WL 2 2 2
Caspian Tern

Hydroprogne caspia WL 2 1
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Jaegers, Gull & Terns (cont.)
Common Tern

Sterna hirundo WL 2 2
Foster's Tern

Sterna forsteri WL 3 3
Herring Gull

Larus delawarensis AG  WL 4 4 3 2
Ring-billed Gull

Larus delawarensis AG UB WL 5 5 5 4
Kingfishers
Belted Kingfisher
Ceryle alcyon AG WL 4 5 4 3
Kinglets
Golden-crowned Kinglet

Regulus satrapa FL SA 3 3 3 3
Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Regulus calendula UB FL 3 4 3
Larks
Horned Lark

Eremophila alpestris AG 1 1 2 1
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Loons
Common Loon

Gavia immer WL 3 2 3 3
Nighthawk & Swifts
Black Swift

Cypseloides niger FL WL 2 3
Common Nighthawk

Chordeiles minor AG UB TR 2 4
Vaux's Swift

Chaetura vauxi FL WL 3 4
Nuthatches
Pygmy Nuthatch

Sitta pygmaea AH 2 2 2 2
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Nuthatches (cont.)
Red-breasted Nuthatch

Sitta canadensis AH 5 5 5 5
White-breasted Nuthatch

Sitta carolinensis AH 1 1 1 1
Old World Sparrow
House Sparrow

Passer domesticus AH 5 5 5 5
Orioles
Bullock's Oriole

Icterus bullockii AG WL 3 5
Osprey
Osprey

Pandion haliaetus WL AG 5 5 5 5
Owls
Barred Owl

Strix varia FL BS 2 2 2 2
Great Gray Owl

Strix nebulosa FL AG BS 1
Great Horned Owl
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Great Horned Owl
Bubo virginianus AH 3 3 3 3

Long-eared Owl
Asio otus WL AG 1 1 2 2

Northern Pygmy-Owl
Glaucidium gnoma AH 2 1 2 3

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Aegolius acadicus FL WL 1 1 1 1

Short-eared Owl
Asio flammeus WL AG 3 2 3 2

Western Screech-Owl
Megascops kennicottii AG FL WL 1 1 1 1
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Pelicans
American White Pelican

Pelecanus erythrorhychos WL 3 5 3
Pipits
American Pipit

Anthus rubescens AG 2 2 3
Pheasants, Grouse, Turkey & Quail
California Quail

Callipepla californica AG UB 1 1
Dusky Grouse

Dendragapus obscurus FL SA UB 2 2 2 1
Ring-necked Pheasent

Phasianus colchicus AG UB 2 3 3 2
Ruffed Grouse

Bonasa umbellus FL TR WL 2 3 3 3
Spruce Grouse

Falcipennis canadensis FL SA 1 1 1 1
Wild Turkey

Meleagris gallopavo AG UB TR 3 3 4 3
Plovers
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Plovers
Killdeer

Charadrius vociferus AH 4 5 4
Rails, Coots & Cranes
American Coot

Fulica americana WL 5 5 5 4
Sandhill Crane

Grus canadensis AG WL 2 2 3
Sora

Porzana carolina WL 2 4 4
Virginia Rail

Rallus limicola WL 2 3 4
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Shrikes
Northern Shrike

Lanius excubitor AG WL 2 3
Stilts & Avocets
American Avocet

Recurvirostra americana WL 2
Black-necked Stilt

Himantopus mexicanus WL 1
Swallows
Bank Swallow

Riparia riparia AG WL 3 5
Barn Swallow

Hirundo rustica WL AG 3 4
Cliff Swallow

Petrochelidon pyrrhonota AH 3 5
Northern Rough-winged Swallow

Stelgidopteryx serripennis WL 3 4
Tree Swallow

Tachycineta bicolor AH 3 5
Violet-green Swallow

Tachycineta thalassina AH 4 5
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Tachycineta thalassina AH 4 5
Tanagers
Western Tanager

Piranga ludoviciana FL TR 3 4
Towhees, Sparrows & Longspurs
American Tree Sparrow

Spizella arborea AG WL 2 2 2
Chipping Sparrow

Spizella passerina AG FL 3 3
Clay-colored Sparrow

spizella pallida FL TR SA 2 2
Dark-eyed Junco

Junco hyemalis AH 4 5 4 4
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES

Fox Sparrow
Passeralla iliaca AH 1 2 1

Lapland Longspur
Calcarius lapponicus AG 1 2

Lark Sparrow
Chondestes grammacus AG 1 1

Lincoln's Sparrow
Melospiza lincolnii FL BS WL 2 2

Savannah Sparrow
Passerculus sandwichensis AG 3 5

Snow Bunting
Plectrophenax nivalis AG 1 1

Song Sparrow
Melospiza melodia AH 5 5 4 3

Spotted Towhee
Pipilo maculatus AH 3 5 3 1

Vesper Sparrow
Pooecetes graminueus AG 2 2

White-crowned Sparrow
Z t i hi l h AH 2 2 2 1

Towhees, Sparrows & Longspurs (cont.)
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Zonotrichia leucophrys AH 2 2 2 1
White-throated Sparrow

Zonotrichia albicollis BS FL SA 2 2
Vireos
Cassin's Vireo

Vireo cassinii FL SA TR 3 5
Red-eyed Vireo

Vireo olivaceus FL SA 3 5
Warbling Vireo

Vireo gilvus AG FL WL 3 5
Vultures
Turkey Vulture

Cathartes aura AH 3 5 3
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Warblers
American Redstart

Setophaga ruticilla BS WL 3 4
Common Yellowthroat

Geothlypis trichas WL 4 5
MacGillivray's Warbler

Oporornis tolmiei FL SA UB 3 3
Nashville Warbler

Vermivora ruficapilla AG FL 4 5
Northern Waterthrush

Seiurus noveboracensis WL BS 3 4
Orange-crowned Warbler

Vermivora celata AG BS FL 3 5
Townsends's Warbler

Dendroica townsendi FL SA UB 3 4
Wilson's Warbler

Wilsonia pusilla FL 3 3
Yellow-breasted Chat

Icteria virens FL 2 2
Yellow-rumped Warbler
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Dendroica coronata AH 4 5 3
Yellow Warbler

Dendroica petechia AG UB FL 4 5
Waxwings
Bohemian waxwing

Bombycilla garrulus AH 2 4
Cedar Waxwing

Bombycilla cedrorum UB FL TR 3 5 3 1
Woodpeckers
American Three-toed Woodpecker

Picoides dorsalis FL SA 1 1 1 1
Black-backed Woodpecker

Picoides arcticus FL SA 1 1 1 1
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES
Woodpeckers (cont.)
Downy Woodpecker

Picoides pubescens AH 3 3 3 3
Hairy Woodpecker

Picoides Villosus AH 3 3 3 3
Lewis's Woodpecker

Melanerpes lewis AF TR WL 1 1
Northern Flicker

Colaptes auratus AH 4 5 5 4
Pileated Woodpecker

Dryocopus pileatus AH 3 3 3 3
Red-naped Sapsucker

Sphyrapicus nuchalis AG FL WL 3 5
Wrens
House Wren

Troglodytes aedon AH 1 1
Marsh Wren

Cistothorus palustris WL 3 5 3 1
Winter Wren

Troglodytes troglodytes FL SA 3 3 2 2
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Troglodytes troglodytes FL SA 3 3 2 2

Baird's Sandpiper
Calidris bairdii WL 3 2

Dunlin
Calidris alping WL 3 2 1

Greater Yellowlegs
Tringa melanoleuca WL 3 2

Least Sandpiper
Calidris minutilla WL 3 2

Lesser Yellowlegs
Tringa flavipes WL 3 2

Yellowlegs, Sandpipers, Curlews, Godwits & Phalaropes
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Bird Species Check List

SPECIES HABITAT SP S F W NOTES

Long-billed Curlew
Numenius americanus AG 2 2

Long-billed Dowitcher
Limnodromus scolopaceus WL 3 2

Pectoral Sandpiper
Calidris melanotos WL 3 2

Solitary Sandpiper
Tringa solitaria Wl 1 1

Spotted Sandpiper
Actitis macularius WL 3 4 3

Western Sandpiper
Calidris mauri WL 3 2

Wilson's Phalarope
Phalaropus tricolor WL 3 2

Wilson's Snipe
Gallinago delicata AG WL 4 5 4 1

Yellowlegs, Sandpipers, Curlews, Godwits & Phalaropes (cont.)
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